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SUBCHAPTER E—GENERAL CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS 

PART 2527—PATENTS, DATA, AND 
COPYRIGHTS 

Subpart 2527.70—Disposition of Rights in 
Inventions 

Sec. 
2527.7001 General. 
2527.7002 NSF patent policy. 

Subpart 2527.71—Data Rights [Reserved] 

AUTHORITY: 35 U.S.C. 200–212; 42 U.S.C. 
1870(e) and 1871); and the Presidential Memo-
randum entitled ‘‘Government Patent Pol-
icy’’, issued February 18, 1983. 

Subpart 2527.70—Disposition of 
Rights in Inventions 

2527.7001 General. 
National Science Foundation poli-

cies, procedures, and clauses governing 
allocation of rights to inventions made 
under NSF contracts, grants, and coop-
erative agreements are codified as part 
650 of title 45 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

[57 FR 34882, Aug. 7, 1992, as amended at 61 
FR 51022, Sept. 30, 1996] 

2527.7002 NSF patent policy. 
As authorized by the National 

Science Board at its 230th meeting, Oc-
tober 15–16, 1981, the Director of the 
National Science Foundation has 
adopted the following statement of 
NSF patent policy. 

(a) In accordance with by the Bayh- 
Dole Act and the Presidential Memo-
randum entitled ‘‘Government Patent 
Policy’’ issued February 18, 1983, the 
Foundation will use the Patent Rights 
clause prescribed by the Department of 
Commerce in all its funding agree-
ments for the performance of experi-
mental, developmental, or research 
work, including awards made to foreign 
entities, unless the Foundation deter-
mines that some other provision would 
better serve the purposes of that Act or 
the interests of the United States and 
the general public. 

(b) In funding agreements covered by 
a treaty or agreement that provides 
that an international organization or 

foreign government, research institute, 
or inventor will own or share patent 
rights, the Foundation will acquire 
such patent rights as are necessary to 
comply with the applicable treaty or 
agreement. 

(c) If an awardee elects not to retain 
rights to an invention, the Foundation 
will allow the inventor to retain the 
principal patent rights unless the 
awardee, or the inventor’s employer if 
other than the awardee, shows that it 
would be harmed by that action. 

(d) The Foundation will normally 
allow any patent rights not wanted by 
the awardee or inventor to be dedicated 
to the public through publication in 
scientific journals or as a statutory in-
vention registration. However, if an-
other Federal agency is known to be 
interested in the relevant technology, 
the Foundation may give it an oppor-
tunity to review and patent the inven-
tion so long as that does not inhibit 
the dissemination of the research re-
sults to the scientific community. 

[57 FR 34882, Aug. 7, 1992] 

Subpart 2527.71—Data Rights 
[Reserved] 

PART 2532—CONTRACT 
FINANCING 

Subpart 2532.4—Advance Payments 

Sec. 
2532.401 Statutory authority. 
2532.403 Applicability. 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 1870(d). 

SOURCE: 49 FR 46745, Nov. 28, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 2532.4—Advance 
Payments 

2532.401 Statutory authority. 

The NSF Act (42 U.S.C. 1870(d)) pro-
vides that advance, progress, or other 
payments which relate to scientific ac-
tivities or scientific information may 
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National Science Foundation 2532.403 

be made without regard to the provi-
sions of section 3324 of title 31 of the 
United States Code. 

[49 FR 46745, Nov. 28, 1984, as amended at 61 
FR 51022, Sept. 30, 1996] 

2532.403 Applicability. 
Advance payments may be made in 

any amount not exceeding the contract 

price, provided (a) the amount of the 
advance payment is based upon an 
analysis of the financing required by 
the contractor for the contract and 
does not exceed reasonable financial 
requirements between payments, and 
(b) such advance payment is appro-
priate in order to contract for the re-
quired work. 
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